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DISCIPLESHIP PROGRAM

By Daniel Alberto G. Guinigundo

Discipleship is not a new topic in FOCIM;
in fact, in 2012, Bro. Diwa Guinigundo launched
FOCIM's first discipleship manual while conduct-
ing discipleship sessions for nearly six months
during Sunday School on
Sunday momings. Seeing the
need for discipleship and fel-
lowship to be more intensified
this year, the LEAD program
was launched in order to give
meore structure and to have a
more methodical and uniform
approach to discipling mem-
bers and non-members alike.

ADHERING His
Word in Matthew that
each Chnstian must go
out and make disciples,
FOCIM answered the call
and formally launched its
discipleship ministry, enti-
tled LEAD, last January
29, 2017, Sunday, at the
Lampstand. With more
than 80 attendees com-
posed of home church leaders, disciples, existing
mentors, and those who simply expressed interest
in the program were present. After a short icebreak-
er and an in-depth discussion on the true meaning
and value of discipleship by Bro. Brodenck Santos,
the program was officially launched by Bro. Daniel
Guinigundo, followed by the signing of enrollment
forms and commitment forms by Sis. Pamela
Young.
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New leaders,

New lxperience

By Raphael Luke G. Cuello

1 Timothy 3:2 emphasized the need for leaders to be faithful and above reproach. With
this as criterion, new heads were commissioned last December 2016 to lead important minis-
tries, who fit the stringent standards of the Book of Timothy. Sis. Danika Bello, Sis. Allyssa Para-
nas, and Bro. Bryan Faune were chosen to serve as part of the Generation for Christ Youth Minis-
try Executive Committee. Sis. Hedy Leah Marcelo and Sis. Lourdes Unite, who are both with the
Ministry Team, were commissioned to head the Friday prayer meeting and the FOCIM Quezon
City home churches respectively.

While these new heads arealready known to us, the Menorah talked to them and asked them several

questions to get to know more about their thoughts on their new roles within the church:

How will you manage
vour time for the
ministry along with
vour occupation?

Hedy Leah: I am already a
retiree, so as long as my
services or ministry is
needed, [ will be willing to
open my schedule for Him!

Lourdes: My occupation
requires me to attend
meetings and trainings in
Makati usually from 6 to 9
pm. Since this is in conflict
with the time of most of
our home church sched-
ules, T have decided to give
priority to my walk with
God.

Danika: By eliminating
what's unnecessary like
using social media or going
out with friends. I also
manage my time by simul-
taneously doing my tasks
as part of different minis-
tries in church. Lastly, I
find time to slow down or
stop, knowing that we also
need relazation for our
physical body and mind.

Bryan: I let the Lord man-
age my time, but I make
sure that more of my time
goes to God. [ also make
sure that it will not affect
my job.

Allyssa: If sometimes, 1
have something to do for
school, I do it first. When
I'm finished with it, [ do all
that I'm assigned to do in
the ministry.

What are the other ways
vou are helping right now
in the church?

Hedy Leah: I am with the
Ministry Team, I help in the
medical field, being a
speaker, and lecturer at
times. My new assignment
is with the prayer concerns
and for the events or activi-
ties that our church is
working on.

Lourdes: Being one of the
elders in the Ministry Team,
I do whatever task is as-
signed to me; assisting in
planning and projects,
prayer meetings, leading
Sunday devotions oncein a
while, and supervising
home churches.

Danika: I'm one of the Gen-
Cleaders and one of its pro-
jects is the Church Caroling,
where [ think 609 or 70%
of the proceeds are for the
church.

Bryan: I help in the usher-
ing ministry and in events
decorating activities. I also
support any projects.

Allyssa: I am one of the
members of the Worship
Team.

How do you think the year will
go for vou as a newly
commissioned leader of a
ministry?

Hedy Leah: With Ged's grace, [ am
already preparing or calendaring
activities that will align with the
church programs or activities. I am
also given a special assignment for
the Touching Heaven Changing
Earth Conference.

Lourdes: [ am looking forward to a
great year. This position poses a
great challenge to me to apply Co-
lossians 3:1-3, "If then you have
been raised with Christ, seek the
things that are above, where Christ
is, seated at the right hand of God.
Set your mind on things that are
above, not on things that are on
earth. For you have died, and your
life is hidden with Christ in God", as
well as Luke 12:31, "But rather
seek ye the kingdom of God; and all
these things shall be added unto
you"

Danika: To be honest, although I'm
always present in every activity in
our church, there's still something
in me that lengs for more, and yes,
the Lord answered and called me to
be one of the leaders of the youth. I
know it would be difficult but I
know I can do it with the Lord's
help.

Bryan: I always pray that this year
will be a year for me to grow, to
mature, and to be able to do my
work as a newly commissioned
youth leader efficiently and effec-
tively. 1am also praying that this
year will be fruitful.

Allyssa: As I was commissioned for
this position, I take that responsi-
bility as a challenge, so this year
think God is doing something better
for me this year than my past year.




"...God has chosen
leaders who are above

reproach for a great
purpose. Each new
leader brings new
expectations &

Why do you think God called you to this
position?

Hedy Leah: Actually when I was assigned to
this position, I was quite hesitant because I
thought that I might not meet its expecta-
tions. So what1 did was pray about it! God is
always my pricrity! The Lord must have seen
in my character the spirit, burden, and dis-
cernment with regard to prayer concerns.

Lourdes: In everything God has a purpose.
However before He uses us, He prepares us
for the task. For me, God knows the right
time is now, 50 He called me. Ihave to set
azide my personal concerns and I am sure he
will take care of them. Ijusthave to obey and
trust Him!

Danika: Because God knew that I need to fo-
cus on Him more and have a deeper relation-
ship with him by serving others and leading
people to Christ. Last year. [ had a struggle
that no one else kmew except me and God,
while the enemy was poisoning my mind.
However, I did not allow Satan to deceive me;
instead, I surrendered everything to God and
sought Him more. To God be the glory, He
gave me victory in my Board exam and He
even gave me a job! To God be the glory!

BEryan: [ really don't know why God chose me
for this position. However, [ am aware that
God knows me better, so He placed me in this
position to grow and mature, not only for my-
self but spiritually; maybe God is preparing
me also for a big challenge on how to lead
people.

Allyssa: Because God has plans for me, and
this is one of His plans.

Without a doubt, God has chosen leaders who
are above reproach for a great purpose. Each
new leader brings new expectations. And the
led acquired new experiences. Everybody
learns and the Church benefits. With the
daunting challenges ahead of them, it is clear
that their open minds and dedicated and will-
ing spirits will be useful in order to make
FOCIM more fruitful this 2017 and the years to
come.

CIM NEWS SNIPPETS

Dare to be Bc
The Generation
for Christ’s First
General Assembly

By John David C. Dionisio

LAST JANUARY 15 2017, the Generation for Christ Youth Ministries
held its first General Assembly of the year, entitled *“DARE: Answer the Call,
Fulfill Your Destiny.” The event was attended by the youth and young pro-
fessionals both from Mandaluyeng City and Quezon City. To start the event,
everyone was warmly welcomed by its President, Sis. Aerzall Denise Cerve-
za, followed by an inspiring message from Bro. Daniel Guinigundo, empha-
sizing that we, God’s children, have been built for boldness.

After loosening up the attendees through an icebreaker, they were
oriented and reminded of the goal of the youth ministry thru an audiovisu-
al presentation. Sis. Danika Ija Bello, Sis. Allyssa Paranas, and Bro. Bryan
Faune, the newly commissioned members of the executive committee,
were also introduced. After each of the counselors introduced the projects
and the main three pillars of Gen-C, the members were encouraged to join
and participate in the given committees to activate and develop their gift-
ings. The committees are as follows, with the assigned head: Administra-
tive Committee (Sis. Allyssa Paranas); Logistics (Bro. Bryan Faune); Mult-
media Committee [Sis. Danika lja Bello); Finance and Marketing Committee
(Bro. John David Dionisio). 5is. Danika lja Bello formally closed the pro-
gram with a heart-felt thanks to all the members. The General Assembly
finally closed with an expression of overwhelming suppert by the members
who signed up to the committees.



By Michelle D. Sarmiento

MUCH LIEE the fireworks that shine, the out-
come of the Blithe Ushering Ministry's first
general assembly shone equally bright. With
the theme “from small things to big things", in
line with the Church’'s vision for the year, it
was held at the Lampstand last January 22,
2017, at 1 in the afternoon. The main thrust of
the event was to inform, form and transform
the vision for the Ushering Security, and
Helps. With the highest turn-out of attendees,
at about thirty, it was no doubt that the event
Was 3 51UCCess.

First, the attendees were INFORMED.
As an assessment and starting point of the
year, 5is. Emma Belle Cerveza, one of the head
ushers, apprised everyone about the perfor-
mance of the ministry last year, including the
activities, devotion and the results of the train-
ings conducted. This way, all the ushers will be
held accountable for all the envisioned pro-
grams for the year.

Second, the attendees were FORMED. To
give structure to the activities of 2017, Sis.
Rosalie Faune, one of the head ushers, discussed
the proposed plans and programs. This year, the
usher's training modules will be formalized and
given more foundation, as the three E's
(Equipped. Emblazed, and Empowered) will be
launched.

Lastly. each attendee was motivated to
TRANSFOBM. Bro. Daniel G. Guinigundo, the
Blithe Ushering Ministry adviser shared more
about FOCIM's wvision for 2017, "from small
things to big things." Through his message, each
usher was made aligned to the goal of the
church.

It is indubitable that the ushering minis-
try has a significant role in fransforming FOCIM
into a church that encourages the saints of the
living God; with the successful event to trailblaze
the year, the ministry can be expected to carry
out its role step by step. To echoe the message of
Bro. Daniel, “success is a sum of small efforts re-
peated day in and day out.”

A BRAND new year has come and the
Menorah has begun shifting its gears to full
speed, starting off with its first General
Assembly, entitled "GO", last 26 February
2017, 1 PM, at the Lampstand. Roughly based
on the popular game, Pokemon, the Editorial
Board thought of a creative way to express
the characteristics of each section through
gyms: The News Section, as the Cinnabar fire
gy, as news travels like fire; the Features
Section, as the Celadon grass gym, as the
same deals with the roots of the church, its
people; - celadon gym [grass) deals with the
roots of the church-- its people; the Arts and
Culture Section as the Saffrom psychic gym,
as it involves the identity and culture of
FOCIM; the Web Section as the Cerulean wa-
ter gym, being a fluid department, that can
penetrate the people in a very particular
way, such as through social media and the
internet; and lastly, the Layout Section as the
Vermillion electric gym, as they focus on
making each issue “electric” and catchy to
the eye!

The program started with an opening
yer and thereafter, opening remarks by
i & Editor-in-Chief, Sis. Rosalie Faune. To
rake up the attendees, Editors Bro. Abe
nigundo and Sis. Mari Colinares conduct-
ed a short but energizing ice breaker, requir-
ing everyone to run. After a short audiovisual
presentation about the publication, Sis.
Rosalie delivered a short exhortation to in-
spire and excite everyone to re-ignite their

Hold

T

First General
Assembly

Ey Franco G.Capalongan

passion to serve God. She highlighted
that God equips you when He calls you,
to reassure the attendees that writin,
while seemingly difficult at first, will n
prove to be a challenge, with God's help.
After the message. everyone was asked
to go around the room where the Sec-
tions were divided. Each editor, repre-
senting a gym, conducted a short activity

The assembly closed with some
short remarks by one of the Menorah's
advisers, Bro. Elso Cabangon and some
refreshments. Truly the event encour-

aged everyone to go and serve God!
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CAN A NATION be
born in one day? isa press-
ing question posed by Bro. Diwa
C. Guinigundo during the recent
first National Congress for Na-
tion Transformation. The gues-
| tion needs to be addressed given
that 2017 has so far been a chal-
lenging year for our na-
tion. With the decline of the
Philippine peso and possible
impact on foreign investors
confidence, it seems that the
blessings from the Lord. There
is an urgent need for interces-
sion and declaration from the
people of God for this na-
tion. We can no longer post-
pone the plan of God for this

""'Hl

Congr

country. We need to remind

| God of His promises for this na-

tion.

This first Congress was
an initiative of the BSP Christian |
Fellowship, in partnership with
churches Fullness of Christ In-
ternational Ministries and Jesus
is Lord, as well as Philippines
for Jesus Movement and the In-
tercessor s for Christ under the

Touching Heaven Changing
Earth movement Bro. Diwa,
FOCIM Senior Pastor, serves as

the movement s Vision Keeper.

The event lasted for two
days, on March 17 - 18. Several
hurdles faced the organizers
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By Woodrow Wilson C. Young

during the planning stages of
the event, such as logistical and
fundraising concerns. But there

[ waz no stopping God from

bringing the event into frui-
tion. The first day was held at

s the JIL Worship Center in St

Francis Square in Ortigas, Man-
daluyong and was primarily in-

tended for leaders and work- o

ers. The second day involved
the entire Body of Christ and
was held at the Plenary Hall of
the Philippine International
Convention Center in Pasay
City. The speakers for the Con-
gress composed of Church lead-
ers having the prophetic gifts
and mandated by God to share

ryLof the

A thousand Church lead-
ers, pastors and workers
showed up during the first day,
with FOCIM at the helm of the
ushering committee. After the
ancinted praise and worship led
by the JIL Mandaluyong Worship
Team and the introduction to
the mandate of the Touching
Heaven Changing Earth Mowve-
ment by Bro. Cezar Arceo, Rev-
erend-Apostle  Jim  Hodges,
founder and apostolic team
leader of the Federation of Min-
isters and Churches Internation-
al based in Texas, USA, kicked
off the event as the first speaker,
emphasizing that we as Chris-
tians have a share in God's in-
heritance—taking the nations.
He emphasized that the church
must know itself and its purpose
in order to be familiar with its
mission.

Thereafter, Malaysian
apostle and missiclogist Bro.
Dexter Low highlighted that the
time is now for the Philippines
to arise and transform: he en-
couraged awareness among the

attendees that the portal is open
in the heavens and that Ged is

ready to release His presence. He
ended by reminding everyone
that God can make time move

rapidly.

As the third speaker, Dr.
Donald Crum, chairman of Gos-
pel of Glory Board based in Tex-
as, USA, prophesied that the
Fhilippines is being positioned
by God to be a model nation and
that the worst is behind the
country and only the best is be-
fore its people. He also reminded
the leaders present that they
should not be hiding until Jesus
comes—instead, they should oc-
cupy and take dominion until he
comes!

To close the event
FOCIM' s very own Bro. Diwa C.
Guinigundo enlivened the crowd
by centering his message on the
popular movie, “Saving Private
Ryan." As with the protagonists
of the film, the frontliners of the
church, its leaders, should be
ready to go behind enemy lines
and fulfill the Ged’s mandate up-
on it.

The PICC event was equally
packed, with more than 2,000 peo-
ple of God attending the March 18
event, many coming from different
provinces as far as Cavite, Nueva
Ecija, Cabanatuan, and Ba-
guio. This assured that each of the
speakers’ prophetic message and
call to action will echo across the
nation.

Reverend-Apostle  Jim
Hodges once again started off as
the first speaker. He encouraged
us Filipinos to speak life to the na-
tion amd take back the bless-
ings. He shared that the declara-
tions of the prophet lsaiah on lsrael
will be manifested in the Philip-
pines. The nation of Israel, similar
to the Philippines, was also de-
stroyed by corruption. However,
Israel rose and went to the moun-
tain of the Lord, learned His ways
to become righteous, and estab-
lished itself as God's na-
tion. Through the empowerment
of the Church, the Philippines will
learn to embrace the law of Christ
and be established as God's ma-
tion.




Dr. Don Crum, who is
blessed with the gift of
healing and is appointed
by Ged to minister to
kings amd presidents,
spoke of God's miracles
that  he personally
prayed for and witnessed
such as the healing of
woman who was sick for
12 years and was healed
due to her faith and de-
termination. In God's
presence, Dr. Crum said
Filipinos will experience
miracles and do things
that have never been
done before.

Dr. Crum shared
the significance of the
prophet Jeremiah's expe-
rience when the prophet
saw the branch of an al-
mond tree - indicating
that a new season is on
the horizon. The Philip-
pines will have the same
experience as a new be-
ginning marked by right-
eousness and prosperity
is about to come. Dr.
Crum also emphasized
that we need to take back
our inheritance of kingly
authority as it is God's
desire for us to be recon-
nected to the royal blood
of Jesus Christ. It is in
God's plan that we walk
in the dynasty of our
kingly authority.

Bro. Dexter Low
recalled that during the
first “Touching Heaven
Changing Earth” confer-
ence back in 2005, a
portal was opened in
the Heavens to release
the Presence of
God. Today, what needs
to be done is to sustain
and accelerate the mo-
mentum gained for Na-
tion transfor-
mation. God's message
to the nation is that we
have entered into a sea-
son of accelerated
change and there is the
urgent need to break
the poverty level, de-
stroy the scourge of bad
governance, and foster
rapid development
across the nation. Bro.
Dexter expounded omn
the power of linking
generations as we are a
manifestation of King
David's wision - the
power of the father and
son coming togeth-
er. The linking of gener-
ations will determine
the destiny of our na-
tion.

Bishop Dan
Balais, Senior Pastor of
Christ the Living Stone
Fellowship and Chair-
man of the Intercessor
for the Philippines,
spoke of our nation's
destiny. He established
the wundeniable truth
that we have a prophet-
ic destiny as a natiom,
and the only way we
can realize it is through
God's divine perspec-
tive simply because
God's ways are higher
than our ways. Similar
to Lazarus, 3 man mi-
raculously raised from
the dead by [esus
Christ, the Philip-
pines is the “Lazarus”
that God is resurrecting,
and in the process the
Lord has destined this
nation to be the most
righteous country in
Asia, It is indeed time
for the Philippines to
rise because God has
dispensed His redemp-
tive plan to mankind by
the seasons, and this
is the season of
resurrection.

Bro. Diwa Guinigundo stood as
the last speaker and established the
Biblical truth that a nation can be born
in one day. He reiterated that the Phil-
ippines is a blessed nation of God be-
cause His people walked into their king-
ly anointing. Furthermore, he showed
several prophecies declaring the Philip-
pines’ rise that was made as early as
1992, These declarations were made
by world-renowned prophets such as
Dr. Bill Hamon, Morris Cerrullo, Cindy
Jacohs, and Chuck Pierce. Bro. Diwa
then presented statistics proving that
God is moving mightily in the Philip-
pines showing that the Philippines has
the fastest economic growth among
Asian nations, and hasestablished key
policy and structural reforms through
five presidencies.

At the end of the Congress, a
manifesto was signed and issued fo
publicly declare that the Philippines is
truly a nation of God. The manifesto
was signed by each and every member
of the Body of Christ present on that
historic day. Church leaders, govern-
ment leaders, business leaders, foreign
leaders, church workers [ volunteers
and members all took part to pledge
their commitment to the Church's re-
sponsibility for MNation transfor-
mation,

Can our nation be born in
one day? Yes, becanse the Church is
fulfilling its role. Yes. because our
God is the Lord of the times and sea-
sons. Yes, because God has done it
before. Yes, because God loves our
nation and wants it te be
done. Through this National Con-
gress and the "Touching Heaven
Changing Earth” movement, we have
taken a giant step towards the birth-
ing of our nation. Notwithstanding
any seemingly insurmountable chal-
lenges, we all look forward to doing
our part for the fulfillment of God's
plan for this nation. Just like God's
promise to Abraham, the Philippines
will be made into a great nation.

“Can a Nation

be Born in One
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Ey Elso U. Cabangon

How does one account for 40 years of mari-
tal “entanglement™? One does not and can-

not, unless one has that memory bank that

does not allow any withdrawal of deposited

remembrances.

But there are lots of pleasant memories that
animate and hover at the fringes of one’s
brains. | still remember, rather vividly, some
of those times.

Like that time when, after enduring more
than two years of political detention under
martial law, | managed to get married to
Vicky in Dipolog with her father footing all
expenses, and me wearing my EEI uniform
{barong) for my wedding attire.

Like that time when, during my vacation in
1986 from EE| Kuwait assignment, the
EDSA People Power Revolution happened,
and Vicky and | became part of that mo-
mentous event.

Like that time when, after 10 years of mar-
rniage, God finally blessed us with a child.
Going back to Kuwait shortly after Kay was
born, | delighted on hearing her baby voice
in cassefte tapes that Vicky sent me and
which | played non-stop in my car radio
while driving on Kuwait highways.

Like that time when Vicky and Kay joined
me in Saudi Arabia where | worked with a
perfumes and cosmetics trading company,
and where Kay completed her elementany
and high school studies. Those were the

best, longest 8 years of being family to-
gether, living together, traveling fo places
together.

Like that time in Riyadh when Vicky and |
got hit with chicken pox at the same time
50 we were confined at a hospital togeth-
er, in one room, till we both got well! Talk
about marital vow of togetherness forever,
“in sickness and in health™

Like that time when Vicky and | hosted
Kay's 18% birthday, and attended her UP
Diliman graduation (Economics degree)
and marvelled how our girl grew up to be
a very intelligent, level-headed woman.

Like that time when my restless feet left
the sand dunes of Saudi Arabia and
brought me to more cosmopolitan United
Arab Emirates, where Vicky and Kay also
joined me for the next three years, and
where Kay started her own career as
OFW.

Like that time, on our 30" wedding anni-
versary, when Kay surprised me and
Vicky with a dinner treat at the famed Burj
Al Arab, the seashore, iconic hotel of
Dubai.

Like that time when, on my retirement
from overseas work, and before Vicky and
| left Kay alone in Dubai, Kay wrote us
touching, thoughtful, loving notes that |
keep in my wallet to this day, and that
read:

be a good gi. As good as I can be,
you won't miss out on anytfing 11 be
1gan ng voice tape ko.
' MUCH and that I'll do anything & everything
. You guys are the most important people in my

& 50
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Like that ime when Kay gifted me with an
MV Bible that | did not touch for two years,
until God sent me Pastor Diwa through our
rare reunions of former college editors and
out of curiosity, | began reading the Bible.
And thus began my baby steps towards my
being rebom, to the delight of both Vicky
and Kay who were much ahead of me in
accepting Jesus as Lord and Saviour.

Like those times when Vicky needed sur-
geries and hospital confinements, FOCIM
and Kay and | mobilized prayer warriors
amaong our spirtual families including those
in UAE and the USA who bombarded the
heavens with supplications that our good
God answered by allowing Vicky to survive
life-threatening illnesses and get better and
better. I'll never forget how both biological
and spiritual families and friends came to
QuEsUCCor in 50 many different ways, but
united in prayers for Vicky's healing.

Like those times Vicky and | make
“lakwatsa” together, enjoying semi-

retirement by having Saturday breakfast at
weekend markets, or taking advantage of free
movies privilege given to Mandaluyong senior
citizens. We continue to do those fill now.

Like those times Vicky and | perform our
Couples Ministry tasks, like taking charge of
twice a year raffles events for FOCIM brethren,
thanking God for using us spread cheer (or
cause disappointment?) to our beloved brothers
and sisters in Christ.

Like those many times, to the present ime,
when we as a family felt really close to God who
shower us with blessings after blessings. Mot
least the blessing of being part of FOCIM.

Last February, Vicky and | celebrated our 40
wedding anniversary in Dubai with Kay, ex-
pense-free, courtesy of Kay.

50, have | accounted for 40 years of marital
bliss (forget “entanglement™)? Not by a long
shot. But we'll keep on praying for more anni-
versaries to come. Our faith is strong, and our
God is with us.

“But from everiasiing o evenasting
the Lord's love is with those who fear fum,

and his nghteousness with their children’s chiildren—
with those who keep Vs covenanf
and remember fo obey his precepis.”

Psalm 103:17-18

RISEN : AFILM Review

By Anna Pamela U. Yow
One of the major debates in religion revolves around the resurrectid
Jesus literally resurrect in bodily form? Set in the days of the crucifis
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the film follows Clavius (Joseph
Fiennes), a Roman soldier who, under orders from Pontius Pilate, sets
out to solve the mystery of the missing Messiah.

Although the plot might best be thought of as historical fiction, it ac-
complishes something rather remarkable: It tells the familiar, ime-
less story of Jesus' death and reswrrection from a fresh vantage
point. It invites wiewers to look at our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,
not from an insider's perspective, but from an outsider's; through
the eves of someone with no reason to believe and every reason to
be skeptical. The film provides a safe platform for every man to
lock at the Gospel account through the eves of a doubter.

“Risen” also adopts a lighter, more playful tone than most Hol-
lywood biblical classics, generally steering away from heavy-
handed dramatics, But while we laughed at how the disciple
known as Bartholomew acted in a very hippy. goofy-like
character while declaring that a follower of Jesus® only
weapon is "love,” his attitude offers us a sense of what it
must feel like to truly believe and be astounded by the
reality that is Christ.

While so many films end at the cross, the movie “Risen” dares to
explore this very practical question - “What difference does the resur-
rection make to our lives?" Indeed, in the end, Clavius removes his Roman
signet ring [his worldly symbol of power and autherity], telling an innkeeper,
"I believe. I can never be the same."
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AN impromptu audition, a 5-second mannequin cha]lengﬂ. dubstep drops, and a massive “Holy
Ghost party” - these are just some of the things that summed up the first-ever Planetshakers con-
ference in the Philippines.

The two-day event, aptly entitled "Awakening,” was held at the Smart-Araneta Coliseum and fea-
tured talks from Pastor Russell Evans, founder of Melbourne-based Planetshakers City Church,
Pastor Sam Evans, worship leader and wife of Pastor Russell, and Pastor Andy Harrison, lead
drummer of the band and the church’s youth pastor.

Day 1 (Friday, 13 January 2017}

The first day of the conference served as an introduction to the many events lined-up. As ex-
pected, the crowd was treated to a visual and aural experience - dazzling lights, massive LED
screens, smoke machines, and most of all, loud and unadulterated worship music. The entire pro-
duction was a perfect union of spontaneity and precision; every song sounded as if played offa
record without compromising the leading of the Holy Spirit.

Most of the songs performed were from their most recent album, “Overflow,” which included
“Come Right Now,” “I Know Who You Are,” “Sings My Soul,” and the unreleased but equally-catchy
“Alive Again.” The night was capped-off by a spirited message from Pastor Russell, who minis-
tered to those desiring to mowve into a new stage in their lives and towards a deeper relationship
with Christ.

2 14 January 201

The second day of the conference was divided into three “sessions,” covering a variety of topics
and catering to all attendees.

Session 1 (9:30am-12:30pm)

After another worship session from the band, the day cpened with a lecture from Pastor Andy,
who centered on the life story of Gideon. The audience was repeatedly asked the question, "Are
you someone who tries to be someone you're not?” Pastor Andy challenged the crowd to disa-
buse their minds from the notion that God only wants to use the “better version” of them - the
“better Christian.” Instead, God wants to use every person as they are, wherever they may be, so
long as they are available. A prayer for the youth leaders and a brief moment of worship ended
the sermon.

Next to give a talk was Pastor Sam, whose topic involved the power of agreement and the prac-
tice of forbidding and permiftting. It was stressed during the lecture that Christians should not
allow circumstances to simply “roll over them”; whatever one permits will be permitted, and
whatever one forbids shall be forbidden. Thus, whenever Christians agree to blessings, God will
begin to move. Pastor Sam also cited Ephesians 1:18-23, which, according to her, empowers be-
lievers to take authority and dominion over their respective “atmospheres.”

Session 2 (2:30pm-3:30pm)

The second session was split into two separate lectures, giving the attendees the option to at-
tend whichever they find more interesting.

One of the lectures was tailored for the church leaders and was held at the nearby Kia Theater.
Meanwhile, the other lecture, which was recorded as an episode of their podcast entitled, “The
Well,” was geared towards worship ministers, where the topic discussed was about "quality
worship.” The second lecture ended with a question and answer portion, where the audience
was treated to a surprise vocal audition by one of the concertgoers.

Session 3 [7:00pm-10:00pm)

The last lecture once again saw Pastor Russell address the crowd. this time talking about devel-

oping a “hunger” for the presence and Word of the Lord. In challenging the audience, Pastor Rus-

sell urged everyone to continue to position themselves for breakthrough and to chase after God.
To end the night, the worship team flooded the airwaves once more with their chart-topping
songs, this time making sure to play old crowd-pleasers, which energized the entire coliseum.

Although no encere was given by the band at the conclusion of their last set, the attendees were
very much delighted to hear the news of another Planetshakers conference sometime in January
2018.

Allin all, the conference was productive as much as it was entertaining. As one of the recognized

frontrunners in gospel music all over the world, the entire affair was a product of the team's col-

lective effort to deliver the complete Planetshakers experience of quality worship - in whatever
form it may be.
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LET'S face it—food has, and will always be, part and parcel of one’s travel adventures. Aside from pleasing the eyes, ears, and ‘

nose, nothing quite completes a sojourn to a foreign land than pleasing one’s tastes buds. —_— | i ¥ en-an-ngl I [I{nre:-mFriedEIlicken]

b Apart from the sunny beaches, cool, dry holiday spots are more often than not, frequented by us Filipinos, who are i ! ’ " r —- ; ] . .
e s hine hestabae i P s S e T B e (e f ‘.t‘ Twice fried tender morsels of fried chicken mixed together with litte

potato fritters, tteokbokki, and lightly covered in a secret glaze, truly
tastes like fried chicken that died and went to street food heaven. Not
for those allergic to calories, the sauce is just enough to stll feel that
slight crunch upon biting into the tender chicken flesh. Made in small
batches, this delicacy is always served hot and fresh, and not left cold
and stale. To add insult to injury, you can opt to add piping hot mozza-
rella cheese into the mix! (Recommendation: try Hongcup in Hongdae
District!)
Image: wuw goegle. eom

trip to Hong Kong and Japan, South Korea is quickly becoming a top vacation hotspot. While Seoul has its fair share of cultural
and historical places to visit, one must never go home without trying The Menorah's top picks of Korean street food—and make
no mistake, they are more than your ordinary fish ball or kwek kwek.

Tteokbokki (spicy rice L:akes]/

These soft, gooey, babies doused in gochujang (spicy red pep-
per paste) are a welcome treat during the winter season due to
its heat that will truly wake up and warm-any eater in an in-
stant. Virtually found everywhere, from the finest restaurants
to the market stalls, the tteokbokki are served either on its
own or mixed with fish cakes, noodles or cheese_
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Hotdog on a Stick

Surprisingly, Korean street vendors have
turned into artisan hotdog vendors, wrapping
the sausage in several unusual batters—
French fries, fish cakes, bacon, mashed pota-
to, and even corn. Greasy as it is, slathering it
in ketchup and mustard makes for a perfect,
guiltful snack—don"t worry, walking around
the street markets could bumn a couple calo-
ries to assuage your consciencel
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Usually served during winter,
these dessert pancakes are served
in either of two ways—grilled or
pan-fried. Filled with brown sugar,
pine nuts, honey, and cinnamon,
thus giving it a distinct, nutty
taste, one semng is really not

Rose Ice Cream

Popularly sold by Milky Bee in Myeongdong and Hongdae, this dessert
is as tasty as it is beautiful to look at. Bought even during the coldest of
winters, they make for the best instagram posts yet. Served in either
strawberry, chocolate, green tea, or yoghurt flavors, one must resist
not eating these as each ice cream scoop is shaped into a petal on top
of a wafer cone!

Mandu Dumplings

Filled with pork, chicken, vegetables and glass noodles,
these savory dumplings are served either steamed or fried.
Served with soy sauce and a dash of vinegar, the sauce,
mixeed with the gingery mixdure of the filling, truly makes for
,. a perfect snack on a rainy day. Our personal favorite is the
fried mandu dumplings as they are served crispy, hot, and

with the proper skin to filling ratio. (Recommendation: Buk-
chon Son Mandu in Insadong District!)

imige: gy koregriSchens com

Practically a hreald'ast meal all on its own, this
little treat is made up of a steamed, waffle-tasting
loaf, topped with a fluffy sunny side-up. Served
steaming hot and quick to cook, this pastry is sim-
ple as it is savory and scrumptious. Watch out for the
soft yolk as it pops in your mouth upon biting!

Image: W googis com
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